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From Mr. Herbert Fisher                    37, Norham Road,

Oxford
September 15, 1912

MY DEAR JOHN,

I have just finished reading your book1 and cannot lose
a moment before writing to tell you how very good I think
it. It .strikes me as a beautiful book, so wise, tender and
perceptive and fiill of good things delicately said. And you
have certainly given your readers a rich banquet of
Johnsonism. In a word I do not see how the book could
possibly have been better done, and I should think the
worse, and very much the worse, of the critics if they do
not agree with me. I think that you have brought out the
depth, strength and solemnity of Johnson's character with
very great skill, and given,-what is so difficult to give, a
real living sense of his greatness and humanity to your
readers. If you are not already a member of The Club you
should be elected by acclamation.

Yours ever,

HERBERT FISHER.

To Rev. P. G. Ellerton                      Hdtel de VEurofe,

Lille

September 18,1912
MY DEAB. FRANK,

Well, you were energetic to write to me in the middle of
your arduous Sunday! You are a wonderful person, and I
admire the ejithusiasm which makes so much of your few
hours in London. Only did Serena die of it, I almost ask?
She is certainly right in thinking you otight to manage to
get nearer to London. So very few people really care for
art as you do that they all ought if possible to get within
reach of the treasures of which they alone can make

1 Dr. Johnson and his Circle.